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De Novo Planning Group 
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WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

Thank  you  for  your  decision  to  participate  on  the  Colusa  County  General  Plan  Update  Steering 
Committee.  Over the next several months, this group will meet 8 or 9 times to collaboratively help 
guide the direction of the County’s new General Plan.   

A general plan is a broad and comprehensive document that covers a diverse set of topics.  There is 
a  lot  of  information  to  cover  during  our  time  together,  and  in  order  to  ensure  that we make  the 
most  beneficial  use  of  everyone’s  time,  it  is  imperative  that  each  of  you  come  to  each  meeting 
prepared to discuss the topics scheduled for that day.   

Prior  to  each meeting,  each  of  you will  be  provided with  a meeting  packet  that  includes  reading 
materials, an agenda for the upcoming meeting, and key  issues to consider prior to each meeting.  
These  packets  are  meant  to  prepare  you  to  discuss  the  scheduled  topics  for  each  meeting  in  a 
meaningful  manner,  and  to  ensure  that  all  Committee  members  have  access  to  all  pertinent 
materials and resources.   

Our  first meeting together will provide an opportunity  for  introductions, an overview of how this 
committee will function, and will address the General Plan topics of Open Space and Recreation. 

Prior to our  first meeting, we ask that you read the attached materials regarding Open Space and 
Recreation  and  go  through  the  work  exercise.    In  addition  to  the  required  Open  Space  and 
Recreation  reading  materials  and  the  work  exercise,  we  have  also  included  links  to  some 
background information regarding the County’s General Plan Update. 

WHAT IS A GENERAL PLAN? 

Every  city  and  county  in  California  is  required  by  state  law  to  prepare  and maintain  a  planning 
document  called  a  general  plan.    A  general  plan  is  designed  to  serve  as  the  jurisdiction’s 
“constitution”  or  “blueprint”  for  future  decisions  concerning  land  use,  infrastructure,  public 
services,  and  resource  conservation.    All  specific  plans,  subdivisions,  public  works  projects,  and 
zoning decisions made by the County must be consistent with the General Plan.  
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General plans provide guidance on reaching a future envisioned 20 or more years in the future (the 
proposed General Plan will look out 20 years to the year 2030). To reach this envisioned future, the 
updated General Plan will include goals, policies and actions that address both immediate and long‐ 
term needs.  

The General Plan will be organized  into  individual elements  that address  the “built environment” 
and “resource management”.   

The built environment elements will address:   

•  Land Use, including land use designations and patterns, and maps which provide a roadmap 
for growth over the next 20 years;  

•  Circulation,  including  plans  for  roadway  expansions  to  ensure  that  future  growth  can  be 
accommodated by the County’s transportation network;  

•  Community Services and Facilities, including policies to ensure that the County is correctly 
planning  for  police  and  fire  protection,  schools  and  libraries  and  other  services  such  as 
water and sewer services; 

•  Safety  and  Noise,  including  policies  to  protect  the  public  from  hazards  such  as  fires, 
flooding,  and  geologic  hazards,  as  well  as  policies  related  to  noise‐generating  uses  and 
noise‐sensitive land uses such as residences, hospitals and schools;  

•  Economic Development,  including policies  to  ensure  to promote  the  creation of  local  jobs 
and to protect the local agricultural economy; and 

•  Housing,  including  measures  to  ensure  that  housing  affordable  to  all  segments  of  the 
community are addressed and planned for.   

Resource management elements will address:   

•  Conservation,  including measures  to protect and  improve air quality, biological  resources, 
water management, and scenic resources;  

•  Open  Space,  including  measures  to  ensure  that  open  space  resources,  including  scenic 
resources, wildlife  refuges,  and  resource  preservation  areas,  are  protected  and  enhanced 
throughout the County; and  

•  Agriculture,  including  policies  that  will  protect  and  enhance  the  County  agricultural 
economy  and  provide  guidance  regarding  the  conversion  of  agricultural  lands  and  the 
location of non‐agricultural land uses in proximity to agricultural lands. 

REQUIRED READING 

This first meeting packet includes the following items, all of which should be read prior to the first 
meeting on September 15th: 
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1. September 15, 2010 General Plan Steering Committee Agenda 

2. Meeting Schedule ‐ list of future meeting dates and future meeting topics 

3. General Plan Background Report: Select pages related to Open Space and Recreation 

4.  Issues and Opportunities Report: Introduction to the report and select pages related to 
Open Space and Recreation. 

5. Colusa County 1989 General Plan: Goals and objectives related to Open Space and 
Recreation. 

6. Colusa County 1989 General Plan: Open Space Element.   

The 1989 General Plan does not include a separate element related to Recreation; 
recreation goals and policies are primarily presented in the Open Space Element.  The Land 
Use Element includes the following policy related to recreation: 
LU14:  Appropriate sites for recreational uses should be provided in Colusa County, as long as 
the activities are compatible with the environment and surrounding uses.  Local recreational 
facilities in unincorporated areas should be paid for by service districts or by developer fees. 

WORK EXERCISE 

After reading the materials provided in this packet, please consider and draft a written response to 
the following questions:  

1. In your mind, what are the top three priorities related to Recreation that the General Plan 
Update should address? 

2.  What are the top three priorities related to Open Space that the General Plan Update should 
address?  

3. In reviewing the 1989 General Plan Goals and Objectives and Open Space Element, are the 
priorities you identified addressed?   

a. Which 1989 goals, objectives, and policies best address the priorities you identified? 

b. Which priorities are not addressed in the 1989 General Plan?   

4. Should additional locations be identified for recreational facilities (e.g., neighborhood parks, 
regional parks, hiking/walking/biking trails, access to the Sacramento River, etc.)? 

ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND MATERIALS 

The  Colusa  County  General  Plan  Update  website  is  an  excellent  source  of  information  for  this 
project.   Full copies of the Background Report, Issues and Opportunities Report, the 1989 General 
Plan, and the General Plan newsletters can be viewed and downloaded from the website located at:  
www.countyofcolusageneralplan.org.  
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GENERAL PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2010 

 
AGENDA 

 
Public Comment:  If you wish to speak on an item contained in the Agenda or an issue 
within the purview of the General Plan Steering Committee, please complete a Speaker 
Card identifying the Item(s) and provide it to the Clerk prior to consideration of the 
item. When addressing the Committee, please state your name for the record, and 
please address the Committee. The total amount of time allotted to each item is 15 
minutes and each individual or speaker will be limited to no more than 5 minutes 
within the 15 minutes.  
 
1. Call to Order – 1:00 P.M. 
a.  Roll Call 
 
2. General Business – 1:05 P.M. 
a. Introductions 
b. Committee requirements and schedule for future meetings 
c.  Public comment ‐ items not on the agenda 
 
3. General Plan Overview – 1:30 P.M. 
a. Discussion of the legal requirements of a General Plan 
b. Discuss General Plan Update process and work completed to date 
 
4. Open Space – 1:45 P.M. 
a. Open space: legal requirements 
b. Opportunities and constraints related to open space 
c.  Goal and policy discussion 
d.  Discuss areas designated for open space 
 
5.  Recreation – 3:50 P.M. 
a. Recreation: legal requirements 
b. Review opportunities and constraints related to recreation 
c.  Goal and policy discussion 
d.  Discuss potential locations for additional recreation activities  
 
6. Adjournment 
 
NOTE: The agenda, supporting documents, and public records distributed for this 
meeting are available for inspection at the Colusa County Department of Planning 
and Building, 220 12th Street, Colusa, CA 95932 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday (except holidays and are also on the General Plan Update website at: 
http://countyofcolusageneralplan.org/content/meetings‐workshops. In compliance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Colusa County General Plan Steering 
Committee meeting facility is accessible to persons with disabilities. If you need 
special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the Department of 
Planning and Building at (530) 458‐0480 at least 48 hours before the meeting to 
enable the County to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility. 
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COLUSA COUNTY GENERAL PLAN UPDATE 

STEERING COMMITTEE 

 
Meeting Schedule 

 
1. September 15, 2010, 1 P.M. to 5 P.M. – Open Space and Recreation 

 
2. October 13, 2010, 1 P.M. to 5 P.M. – Agriculture and Economic Development 

 
3. November 3, 2010, 1 P.M to 7 P.M. – Land Use and Community Character 

 
4. November 24, 2010, 1 P.M to 5 P.M. – Circulation and Safety 

 
5. December 15, 2010, 1 P.M. to 5 P.M. – Conservation and Noise 

 
6. January 12, 2010, 1 P.M. to 5 P.M. – Community Services and Facilities 

 
7. February 2, 2010, 1 P.M. to 5 P.M. – Goals and Policies #1 

 
8. February 23, 2010, 1 P.M. to 5 P.M. – Goals and Policies #2 

 
9. March 16, 2010, 1 P. M. to 5 P.M. – Potential meeting if additional time is 

necessary to review goals and policies 
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Table 3.3.3: Schools and Student Enrollment in Colusa County 
 Student Enrollment 

 2004-
2005 

2005-
2006 

2006-
2007 

2007-
2008 

2008-
2009 

County School Enrollment totals: 4518 4568 4635 4591 4581 
SOURCE: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, 2009. 

3.4  PARKS AND RECREATION  

KEY TERMS  

Community park: A park designed to serve several neighborhoods, or approximately 2,000 to 5,000 
residents. Community parks may include areas suited for intense recreational facilities, such as athletic 
complexes and swimming pools. Such parks may also include opportunities for outdoor recreation, such 
as walking, viewing, picnicking, or sitting.  

Mini-park: A small park (0.25 to 0.5 acres) designed to serve a concentrated population. Mini-parks may 
be targeted at serving specific groups, such as tots or senior citizens. 

Neighborhood park/playground: A park designed for intense recreational activity to serve 
approximately 500 to 1,000 residents. Neighborhood facilities may include baseball fields, basketball 
courts, playground equipment, and skating facilities. These parks may also include natural areas for 
picnicking, viewing, or walking.  

REGULATORY FRAMEWORK  

FEDERAL 

National Wildlife Refuges  

Management of each National Wildlife Refuge is guided by the purpose of the individual refuge and the 
mission and goals of the Refuge System that includes the individual refuge, as well as U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service policy, laws, and international treaties.  The National Wildlife Refuge System 
Administration Act of 1966, as amended by the Improvement Act, Refuge Recreation Act of 1962, and 
selected portions of the Code of Federal Regulations provide the federal laws for establishment and 
management of the refuges. 

The Colusa, Delevan, and Sacramento National Wildlife Refuges are all part of the Sacramento National 
Wildlife Refuge Complex and are all guided by a single Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP).  The 
Sacramento, Delevan, Sutter, and Colusa National Wildlife Refuges Final CCP guide the management of 
the Sacramento, Delevan, Colusa, and Sutter National Wildlife Refuges. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
manages the refuges as part of the Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge Complex.  

Mendocino National Forest 

The Mendocino National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP) provides the framework 
to guide the ongoing land and resource management operations of the Mendocino National Forest.  The 
LRMP’s goal is to provide a management program reflecting a mix of activities for the use and protection 
of the Forest. The LRMP: 

 Establishes the management direction and associated long-range goals and objectives for the 
Forest, 

beth
Line

beth
Line
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 Specifies the standards, approximate timing, and vicinity of the practices necessary to 
implement that direction, and 

 Establishes the monitoring and evaluation requirements needed to ensure that the direction is 
being carried out, and to determine if outputs and effects have been reasonably estimated. 

The LRMP is a strategic document that provides guidance for but does not make project level decisions. 
Those decisions are made after more detailed, site-specific environmental analysis and further public 
comment. The National Forest Management Act (NFMA) requires that resource plans and permits, 
contracts, and other instruments issued for the use and occupancy of National Forest System lands be 
consistent with the forest plan. The following are some examples of project decisions that require more 
detailed environmental analysis: 

 Timber harvesting and related activities, such as slash disposal and road construction, 

 Range allotment management plans, 

 Fish or wildlife habitat improvement projects, 

 Watershed improvement projects, and 

 Developed recreation sites or trail construction. 

The LRMP focuses primarily on management prescriptions for habitat, wilderness, and recreation uses.  
The LRMP anticipates a steady workforce and does not foresee the need for extensive construction of 
new facilities for administrative activities and to house the workforce, but rather anticipates that 
existing facilities will need to be maintained and improved.   

The LRMP does not provide much direction regarding private development within the Mendocino 
National Forest.  However, the U.S. Forest Service provides for special use permits for private activities.   
Special use permits may be requested from the U.S. Forest Service for a variety of land uses in national 
forests, including water transmission, agriculture, timber production, outfitting and guiding, recreation, 
telecommunication, research, photography and video productions, and granting road and utility rights-
of-ways.   

Recreation residences are also a federally permitted use in national forests.  In 1968, a moratorium was 
placed on establishing additional residential tracts within forests and the moratorium was expanded in 
1976 to also prohibit development of new lots within existing tracts.  Existing recreation residences 
within a national forest are required to obtain a special use permit, which has a maximum term of 20 
years.  However, there is no guarantee that a new special use permit will be issued at the end of the 
permit term. 

STATE 

Quimby Act 

The Quimby Act (California Government Code Section 66477) states that “the legislative body of a city or 
county may, by ordinance, require the dedication of land or impose a requirement of the payment of 
fees in lieu thereof, or a combination of both, for park or recreational purposes as a condition to the 
approval of a tentative or parcel map.” Requirements of the Quimby Act apply only to the acquisition of 
new parkland and do not apply to the physical development of new park facilities or associated 
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operations and maintenance costs. The Quimby Act seeks to preserve open space needed to develop 
parkland and recreational facilities; however, the actual development of parks and other recreational 
facilities is subject to discretionary approval and is evaluated on a case-by-case basis with new 
residential development.  The County has not adopted park fees as allowed by the Quimby Act. 

OUTDOOR RECREATION  

Mendocino National Forest 

The largest designated recreation area in Colusa County is the Mendocino National Forest, managed by 
the U.S. Forest Service. A variety of recreational opportunities exist within the forest: camping, hiking, 
backpacking, boating, fishing, nature study, photography, and off-highway vehicle travel. The Forest is a 
"working forest," so activities such as logging and grazing do occur. The U.S. Forest Service seeks to 
manage the variety of uses to ensure conservation of the forest resources. 

Many of the developed recreation sites within the Mendocino National Forest were built 30-50 years 
ago. Since then, visitor preferences have changed and some facilities are in poor condition. In 2007, the 
U.S. Forest Service completed a 5-year analysis of recreational facilities and developed a list of proposed 
changes. These changes include fee increases for various facilities, removal of amenities, and 
replacement of existing amenities.  

Letts Lake in Upper Letts Valley (within the Mendocino National Forest) is a popular recreation area. 
There are eight campgrounds around the lake, a few summer homes, and numerous trails. The lake is 
stocked with trout and bass, and boating is limited to non-motorized craft only.  

Davis Flat, also located within the Mendocino National Forest, is a popular spot for off-highway vehicle 
(OHV) activity. The facilities at Davis Flat include a campground and special trails marked for various 
levels of driving skill. Organized OHV events require a special use permit which requires a bond to 
guarantee cleanup and trail maintenance following the event.  

Sacramento River State Recreation Area (SRA) 

The Sacramento River SRA provides 60 acres of riverfront recreation at the north end of the City of 
Colusa. The park features boat ramps, picnic facilities, trails, and camping. Fishing and boating are 
popular activities at this park. Though the Sacramento River SRA is the only public boat launch in the 
area of the Sacramento River around the City of Colusa, people enter the river at several private sites. 
Much of the land adjacent to the Sacramento River is privately owned agricultural land.  

Boating is a popular activity on the Sacramento River. The boating season generally begins in April and 
continues until winter weather sets in. A cleared navigational channel is maintained between the City of 
Colusa and Sacramento. This channel allows boats up to 40 feet in length to travel between Colusa and 
Sacramento. There are several areas along the river for camping and houseboat rentals, most of which 
are outside of the County of Colusa. A river cruise from the mouth of the Sacramento River near Antioch 
to Colusa is approximately 145 miles and takes approximately 10-12 hours.  

The river is generally not visible to motorists on SR 45, which parallels the river, due to an extensive 
system of levees along the river. There are segments of Butte Slough Road and River Road which are on 
top of the levees and offer views of the river. The only organized trail system along the banks of the river 
within Colusa County is connected to the Colusa-Sacramento River SRA. 
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Fishing 

Fishing is plentiful in the Sacramento River between Grimes and Princeton. Salmon, steelhead trout, and 
striped bass are the most common fish in this area. People fish both from boats and the banks of the 
Sacramento River. The Mendocino National Forest offers 85 miles of trout streams. Big Stony Creek and 
Little Stony Creek and their tributaries are the primary fishing areas. The streams are occasionally 
stocked with trout by the California Department of Fish and Game. Letts Lake, a 35-acre lake stocked 
with trout and bass, is another popular fishing spot.  

Hunting 

More ducks and geese winter in the Sacramento Valley than any other area of the Pacific Flyway. 
Numerous wildlife refuges help sustain the birds in Colusa County through the fall and winter by 
providing food and sanctuary. Ducks generally arrive in August, and geese generally arrive in late 
November. Public hunting is permitted in areas of the refuges during the appropriate season, but 
hunters must obtain a permit from one of the check stations.  

In addition to providing habitat for ducks and geese, the refuges also attract swans, marsh and shore 
birds, upland birds, and small mammals. Nearly 200 species of birds have been recorded in the area, 
making Colusa County a popular location for bird watchers. 

There are also a number of commercial hunting clubs and cooperatives operated by community 
organizations throughout Colusa County. Hunting camps are operated on private agricultural land by 
special use permit. Lambertsville has a large congregation of mobile homes and trailers used by hunters 
on a seasonal basis.  

The Walker Ridge Public Hunting Area, located in the western foothills of Colusa County, is maintained 
by the Bureau of Land Management. This area is popular for hunting of quail and deer. 

LOCAL RECREATION AREAS AND PARKS  

City of Colusa 

The City of Colusa Parks and Community Services Department is responsible for the operation of an 
aquatics complex, softball facility, and nine existing parks within the City of Colusa, as well as organizing 
various city-wide recreational activities that are offered on a year-around basis to city and county 
residents. The City of Colusa has an extensive network of local park facilities. The amenities at the City of 
Colusa parks include BBQ facilities, swimming pools, picnic tables, playgrounds, tot lots, trails, baseball 
fields, and basketball courts. The City of Colusa is also home to the Sacramento River SRA. The existing 
park and recreation facilities in the City of Colusa are listed in Table 3.4-1.  

City of Williams 

The City of Williams Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for the operation of all parks and 
recreation facilities within the City of Williams, as well as organizing various city-wide recreational 
activities that are offered on a year-around basis to city and county residents. The existing park and 
recreation facilities in the City of Williams are listed in Table 3.4-1.  

Arbuckle Parks and Recreation  

Arbuckle Parks and Recreation has been operating in the Arbuckle area solely from community 
donations and other government agencies. In the past several years Arbuckle Parks and Recreation in 
coordination with the Arbuckle Revitalization Committee has been creating some new community parks. 



 3. COMMUNITY SERVICES AND FACILITIES 

 

3-41 General Plan Background Report| Colusa County 

 

These joint efforts were formed out of the CEDS (Community Economic Development Strategy) Plan for 
Arbuckle. In 1999 the Plan was accepted, and action items outlined for the Parks and Recreation 
Committee. The beautification of Arbuckle and the creation of a downtown parks plan were the first 
action items undertaken by the Committee.  

Since 1999 the two committees have created the “Wee Park,” a beautification project at the 
intersection of Old Hwy 99 and Hillgate Road. The “KIA Memorial Park” in downtown Arbuckle, a project 
that also recognized members of the Arbuckle and College City communities killed during a foreign war 
was also completed. Finally, the Committee is developing the “Lavanch Hursh Park”, this park is also a 
downtown park that will have picnic areas, a covered pergola for events in the park, and central location 
for community events. For the recreation portion of the plan the committee has created and 
implemented the “Swim Program,” at the Arbuckle Pool. Other programs offered include Adult Aerobics, 
a Tot Tumbling Class and Yoga, as well as a youth basketball league.  

The existing park and recreation facilities in Arbuckle are listed in Table 3.4-1.  

Maxwell Recreation and Parks District 

The Maxwell Recreation and Parks District was formed to manage the town pool and provide for the 
recreation needs of the community. Recreation facilities within the community of Maxwell include the 
local pool, the rodeo grounds and recreational opportunities on facilities owned by the local school 
district, which include primarily sports fields and playground facilities.  

Other Facilities 

The foothill and upland areas are surrounded by an abundance of outdoor recreational areas, however 
there are no formal park facilities in most of these areas. . The community of Sites is served by a small 
park. Residents in Stonyford and Lodoga are served by the Stonyford Rodeo grounds and amenities at 
the East Park Reservoir. The East Park Reservoir includes camping and other recreational uses. Stonyford 
also has one park.  

Private Recreational Facilities 

There are two golf courses in Colusa County. The Arbuckle Golf Club is a 9-hole course located on 
Hillgate Road, west of Arbuckle. The Colusa Golf and Country Club is a 9-hole course located on SR 20, 
southeast of Colusa.  

Wilbur Hot Springs is located in southwest Colusa County in an area known in the early 1900’s for 
containing many hot springs resorts. The naturally hot mineral waters flow through the baths in varying 
temperatures from 98° to 120°.  

Table 3.4-1: Inventory of County Parks by Community 

Community Name/Location Description 

Colusa 

Colusa Levee Scenic Park 
Located on 10th and Main St. 
adjacent to Sacramento 
River Recreation Area.  

The park is placed on 2.19 acres and built upon the 
Sacramento River Levee. The park includes: grass, trees, 
paved walking, jogging or biking trail, picnic tables, a 20' x 
20' concrete stage and BBQ Pits. 

Colusa 

Memorial Park 
Located on 10th and Market 
Sts.  

This Park is placed on 2.35 acres with shady, tree-filled 
grassy areas with a children's play area that includes swings, 
a slide, rock-climbing wall, picnic tables and public restroom. 
Electricity available for public events. 

Colusa A.B. Davison Park This park is situated on 1.02 with shady tree-filled grassy 
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Table 3.4-1: Inventory of County Parks by Community 
Located on 10th St. between 
Webster and Parkhill.  

areas with paved walking paths throughout. 

Colusa 
Municipal Swimming Pool 
Located on 9th St. between 
Webster and Parkhill.  

The Municipal Swimming Pool includes One 8ft deep Pool, 
One 3ft. deep pool, and one wading pool. Open during the 
summer only. 

Colusa 

Will S. Green Park 
Located on 8th St. between 
Webster and Parkhill.  

This park is located near the Municipal Swimming pool on 
2.35 acres that includes barbeque facilities, picnic tables, 
horseshoe pit, children play area with swings, slide, jungle 
gym, and glider swings for tots. This is a great area for family 
activities. 

Colusa 

Sankey/Elmwood Park 
Located between Webster 
and Parkhill and 3rd and 4th 
Sts.  

This 0.58 acre park includes a kindergarten plaground with 
slide, swings, drinking fountain, picnic tables, BBQ pit, 
restrooms, lighted tennis courts, and volleyball area. 
Electricity available for public events. 

Colusa 
C.D. Semple Park 
Located on the corner of 3rd 
and Larson Larson Ln.  

This 1.2 acre park is an open grass area that includes a 
children's play area, restrooms and covered in great shade 
trees and grassy areas with picnic tables and BBQ facilities. 

Colusa 

Lewis Tennant Ball Field 
Complex 
Located on Colus Ave. across 
from Colusa High School.  

This 4.0 acre park is the site of the Colusa Softball 
Association games and tournaments. This park includes two 
softball fields, restrooms, concession stand, picnic tables, 
and 0.33 acres of tot lot play area scaled to toddlers with a 
sandy surface. 

Colusa 
King-Vale Park 
Located on 3rd St.  

This 0.30 acre park is a large sandy area with children's tot 
lot with swings, slide, and merry go round. 

Colusa 
Leland L. Taylor Memorial 
Park 
Located on Country Club Dr.  

The park is placed on an acre of open grass area for play, in 
addition to picnic tables. 

Williams 

North View Park 
Location: Northern end of 
Virginia Way 

Amenities include children and toddler play structures, a full 
size basketball court, a soccer field, picnic tables and 
benches, drinking fountains, barbeques, a large dome 
gazebo, a dog run, and men and women restrooms. 

Williams 
Redinger Park 
Location: 9th Street/G Street 

Playground area, soccer field, picnic tables and benches, 
men and women’s restrooms. 

Williams 

Venice Park 
Location: Venice Boulevard 
between E Street and 
Westgate Drive 

Playground area, baseball field, horse shoe pits, picnic 
tables, large open play area, and men and women’s 
restrooms. 

Williams 
Valley Vista Park 
Location: Husted Road 

Six full size basketball courts, walking/jogging trail, and 
nature pond area. 

Williams 
Pool 
Location: Western end of D 
Street 

Amenities include a 105 foot long pool, diving board, slide, 
and men and women’s restrooms. 

Williams 
Museum 
Location: E Street/Venice 
Boulevard 

Built in 1911 as Williams High School, the Sacramento Valley 
Museum offers regional exhibits that feature items from the 
late 19th and early 20th century. 

Williams 
Valley Ranch Playground 
Location: White Oaks 
Drive/Sierra Oaks Drive 

A neighborhood park located in the Valley Ranch 
Subdivision, the City is currently in the process of installing 
playground equipment in this park. 

Maxwell 
Maxwell Rodeo Grounds 
 

Rodeo Grounds 

Maxwell Maxwell School District Sports fields, playgrounds, and hard courts.  
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Table 3.4-1: Inventory of County Parks by Community 

Arbuckle 
Arbuckle Little League Park 
(Ball Four Park) 
Corner 10th & Garrett Street  

Sports fields 

Arbuckle 
LaVanche Hursh Park 
Downtown Arbuckle 

Picnic areas, a covered pergola for events in the park, and 
central location for community events. 

Arbuckle 
Veterans Memorial Park 
Hall St and SR 99 

Picnic areas, veteran’s memorial. 

Arbuckle 
Wee Park 
Old hwy 99 and Hillgate Road 

Tot playground, community beautification.  

Stonyford Stonyford Rodeo Grounds Rodeo Grounds 

Stonyford Stonyford Park Sports fields, picnic areas 

Stonyford/Lodoga East Park Reservoir Camping/recreational area 

 

3.5  LIBRARIES AND OTHER COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

EXISTING FACILITIES  

Libraries 

The Colusa County Library has one main library and six branch libraries. The library owns 91,500 books, 
magazines, and movies. The Local History Collection contains over 2,500 items relating to the history of 
the region and genealogy of inhabitants. The main County Library is located in the City of Colusa. The 
location of the main library and the six branch libraries is shown in Table 3.5-1 below.  

Table 3.5-1: County Library Facilities 

Library Location 

Colusa County Library 738 Market Street, Colusa 

Arbuckle Branch Library 610 King Street, Arbuckle 

Grimes Branch Library 240 Main Street, Grimes 

Maxwell Branch Library 34 Oak Street 

Princeton Branch Library 232 Prince Street, Princeton 

Stonyford Branch Library 5080 Stonyford-Lodoga Road, Stonyford 

Williams Branch Library 901 E Street, Williams 

SOURCE: COLUSA COUNTY LIBRARY, 2009. 

Museums 

The Sacramento Valley Museum is located at 1491 E Street in Williams. The museum includes 27 rooms 
that depict life in the Sacramento Valley between the mid-1800’s and 1930’s.  

Health Care 

The Colusa Regional Medical Center (CRMC) is the only acute care hospital in Colusa County. Patients 
requiring more comprehensive care generally go to Rideout Memorial Hospital in Marysville, Enloe 
Medical Center in Chico, Woodland Memorial Hospital in Woodland, or larger facilities in Sacramento. 
Colusa Regional Medical Center operates a county-wide health system consisting of a 48-bed acute care 
hospital and skilled nursing facility, a Home Health Agency, and rural health clinics located in the 
communities of Arbuckle, Colusa, Stonyford and Williams.  
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Project Supply. Approximately eight percent or 60,000 acre-feet is within contracts with entities within 
the non-organized areas. The balance, or 92 percent of the contract amount, is managed by water 
purveyors, some of which serve land in both Colusa County and Glenn or Yolo Counties (GMP, 2008). 
Under the provisions of the Settlement Contracts both the Base Supply and Project Supply could be 
reduced by 25 percent of the total contract amount. 

Long Term Renewal Contracts 

In accordance with the Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA), the USBR negotiated long-term 
water service contracts in 2007. According to Section 3404c of the CVPIA, Renewal of Existing Long-Term 
Contracts requires the USBR to renew any existing long-term repayment or water service contract for 
the delivery of water from the Central Valley Project for a period of 25 years and may renew such 
contracts for successive periods of up to 25 years each. It is anticipated that as many as 113 CVP (Central 
Valley Project) water service contracts, located within the Central Valley of California, may be renewed 
during this negotiation process (GMP, 2008). There are seven water service contracts within the County, 
including with Colusa County. The total contract amount is 224,586 acre-feet, of which 20,000 acre-feet 
is with Colusa County. Colusa County has subcontracted the 20,000 acre-feet to seven water purveyors. 

The long-term renewal contracts, unlike the Settlement Contracts, have no specified reduction in 
delivery; during critically dry or water-short years, the water supply available from the Project will be 
allocated among the contractors. There is no minimum allocation, thus it is conceivable that no water 
would be delivered. 

Also, the long-term renewal contracts contain a tiered pricing provision. The Base Supply is 80 percent 
of the total contract amount, and Tier 1 and Tier 2 supplies represent 10 percent each of the remaining 
contract amount. Each tier has an incrementally higher water cost. The Tier 1 and Tier 2 water, which is 
available in most years, is not used due to the incremental higher cost of water. To illustrate the use of 
contract water in relation to the contract amount, in 2003, 137,302 acre-feet was delivered by the USBR, 
representing 76 percent of the total 179,668 acre-feet of Base Supply (GMP, 2008). 

6.4 SCENIC RESOURCES 
Colusa County possesses numerous scenic resources, many of which are found in the natural areas 
within the unincorporated county. These resources not only enhance the quality of life for Colusa 
County residents, but are a significant attraction that brings tourists to the region. Landscapes can be 
defined as a combination of four visual elements: landforms, water, vegetation, and man-made 
structures. Scenic resource quality is an assessment of the uniqueness or desirability of a visual element. 
This section reviews and summarizes Colusa County’s key scenic resources.  

METHODOLOGY  

This section was prepared based on existing reports and literature for the Colusa County. Additional 
sources of information included the California Department of Transportation’s (Caltrans) Designated 
Scenic Route map for Colusa County. A reconnaissance-level visual resource survey of the County was 
conducted in the fall of 2009.  

KEY TERMS  

Scenic Highway Corridor. The area outside of a highway right-of-way that is generally visible to persons 
traveling on the highway. 
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Scenic Highway/Scenic Route. A highway, road, drive, or street that, in addition to its transportation 
function, provides opportunities for the enjoyment of natural and human-made scenic resources and 
access or direct views to areas or scenes of exceptional beauty (including those of historic or cultural 
interest). The aesthetic values of scenic routes often are protected and enhanced by regulations 
governing the development of property or the placement of outdoor advertising. Until the mid-1980’s, 
General Plans in California were required to include a Scenic Highways Element. 

View Corridor. A view corridor is a highway, road, trail, or other linear feature that offers travelers a 
vista of scenic areas within a City or county. 

REGULATORY SETTING  

STATE 

California Department of Transportation – California Scenic Highway Program 

California's Scenic Highway Program was created by the Legislature in 1963 to preserve and protect 
scenic highway corridors from change, which would diminish the aesthetic value of lands adjacent to 
highways. The state laws governing the Scenic Highway Program are found in the Streets and Highways 
Code, Section 260 et seq.  

The State Scenic Highway System includes a list of highways that are either eligible for designation as 
scenic highways or have been so designated. These highways are identified in Section 263 of the Streets 
and Highways Code. A list of California's scenic highways and map showing their locations may be 
obtained from the Caltrans Scenic Highway Coordinators. 

If a route is not included on a list of highways eligible for scenic highway designation in the Streets and 
Highways Code Section 263 et seq., it must be added before it can be considered for official designation. 
A highway may be designated scenic depending on the extent of the natural landscape that can be seen 
by travelers, the scenic quality of the landscape, and the extent to which development intrudes upon 
the traveler's enjoyment of the view. 

When a local jurisdiction nominates an eligible scenic highway for official designation, it must identify 
and define the scenic corridor of the highway. A scenic corridor is the land generally adjacent to and 
visible from the highway. A scenic highway designation protects the scenic values of an area. 
Jurisdictional boundaries of the nominating agency are also considered, and the agency must also adopt 
ordinances to preserve the scenic quality of the corridor or document such regulations that already exist 
in various portions of local codes. These ordinances make up the scenic corridor protection program. 

To receive official designation, the local jurisdiction must follow the same process required for official 
designation of State Scenic Highways. The minimum requirements for scenic corridor protection include: 

 Regulation of land use and density of development; 

 Detailed land and site planning; 

 Control of outdoor advertising (including a ban on billboards); 

 Careful attention to and control of earthmoving and landscaping; and 

 Careful attention to design and appearance of structures and equipment. 



 6. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

 

6-47 General Plan Background Report| Colusa County 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Colusa County is largely defined by its rural agricultural setting. Much of the County is in active 
agricultural production, consisting of numerous farming operations, some of which cover thousands of 
contiguous acres of land. The County is also home to three National Wildlife Refuges, two National 
Wildlife Management Areas, one State Recreation Area, two State Wildlife Areas, three Land 
Conservancy Areas, and a wide variety of habitat types and surface water resources that contribute to 
the scenic beauty and quality of life in Colusa County. These visual and scenic resources are described in 
greater detail below. 

Scenic Highways and Corridors  

According to the California Scenic Highway Mapping System, administered by Caltrans, there are no 
officially designated scenic highways or scenic corridors in Colusa County. However, there are two 
Eligible State Scenic Highway Corridors in Colusa County that have not yet been officially designated. 

1. In southwestern Colusa County the segment of SR 20 between the County line and the junction 
of SR 20 and SR 16 is eligible for designation as a State Scenic Highway. 

2. In southwestern Colusa County the segment of SR 16 between the County line and the junction 
of SR 20 and SR 16 is eligible for designation as a State Scenic Highway. 

Natural Scenic Resources 

Colusa County encompasses an outstanding variety of natural vistas and landscapes. The following 
section describes the significant scenic resources found in the county. 

Agricultural Lands. As described throughout the Background Report, much of the land Colusa County is 
currently in active agricultural production. While not a natural condition of the land, agricultural lands 
are perceived by many viewers as having a relatively high level of scenic value. Agricultural lands in 
Colusa County consist of orchards, row crops, and rice fields. Agricultural lands provide scenic viewsheds 
largely void of man-made structures. Many viewers perceive large swaths of land neatly covered in 
various types of crops as having a very high scenic value.  

The eastern half of the County is dominated by a “checkerboard” of large acreage farms, with land 
ownership and road alignments generally following square mile section lines. Views of agricultural lands 
in the eastern portion of the County are expansive, and framed primarily by the rolling foothills of the 
Coast Range to the west and the jagged peaks of the Sutter Buttes to the east.  

In the western portions of the County, large farms give way to much larger cattle and sheep ranches, 
cultivated fields give way to arid rangeland, and the flat terrain found throughout the eastern portions 
of the County transitions into rolling hills and spectacular upland valleys. Further west, the land 
becomes even more rugged and wild as elevations increase up to 7,000 feet in the Mendocino National 
Forest and the wilderness areas surrounding Snow Mountain. 

Sutter Buttes. The Sutter Buttes are a small circular complex of eroded volcanic lava domes which rise 
above the flat plains of the Central Valley of California. The highest peak, South Butte, reaches about 
2,130 feet (650 m) above sea level. The Buttes are located just outside of Yuba City, California in the 
Sacramento Valley, the northern part of the Central Valley. They are named for John Sutter, who 
received a large land grant from the Mexican government. The Sutter Buttes also hold the title of being 
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the world's smallest mountain range. While not located within Colusa County, the Sutter Buttes provide 
a distinct visual backdrop to the eastern portion of Colusa County.  

The indigenous Maidu referred to the Sutter Buttes as Esto Yamani and the native Patwin called them 
Onolai, both names roughly translate to mean The Middle Mountains. They were regarded as a spiritual 
place for renewal and sustenance rather than a place to live or build villages. A tour of the Sutter Buttes 
can yield historical markers, rock walls, the remains of old stone corrals, building foundations, historic 
homes and even a circular stone-lined well right beside the road. Several cemeteries are scattered 
around the Buttes.  

Snow Mountain. Snow Mountain is a mountain with two 7,000+ summits named Snow Mountain East 
and Snow Mountain West, located on the border of Colusa County and Lake County in the northwestern 
portion of Colusa County. The East peak is the highest point of both counties. The mountain is part of 
the Pacific Coast Ranges mountain system and it is the first tall peak in the California Coast Ranges north 
of San Francisco. On clear days, the peak can be seen from Mount Diablo, and from several peaks in the 
Mayacamas Mountains, such as Mount Saint Helena, and Mount Konocti. Usually, the peaks are quite 
prominent from the California Central Valley, moreover the Sacramento Valley, such as from Interstate 
5. On clear days the peaks can be seen from most vantage points in Colusa County. Like its name states, 
the summits and nearby high mountains get snowfall in winter, and the snowpack can last until June. 
The mountain gives its name to the 37,700-acre Mountain Wilderness in the Mendocino National Forest. 

National Wildlife Refuges and Wildlife Management Areas 

The Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge Complex consists of five national wildlife refuges (NWR) and 
three wildlife management areas (WMA) that comprise over 35,000 acres of wetlands and uplands in 
the Sacramento Valley, California. In addition, there are over 30,000 acres of conservation easements in 
the Complex. The Refuges and easements are part of the USFWS; they serve as resting and feeding areas 
for nearly half the migratory birds on the Pacific Flyway. 

Colusa National Wildlife Refuge. The Colusa National Wildlife Refuge is a 4,507-acre refuge primarily 
consisting of intensively managed wetland impoundments, with some grassland and riparian habitat. 
This Wildlife Refuge typically supports wintering populations of more than 200,000 ducks and 50,000 
geese. Wetland impoundments are intensively managed to provide optimal habitat for the dense 
concentration of wintering waterfowl, as well as habitat for resident wildlife and spring/summer 
migrants.  

The grassland habitat supports several populations of endangered and sensitive species of plants. The 
refuge is a stronghold for populations of the endangered palmate-bracted bird's-beak and the 
threatened giant garter snake. About 35,000 visitors come to the refuge each year for wildlife viewing 
and 4,000 come to hunt waterfowl and pheasant.  

Delevan National Wildlife Refuge. The Delevan National Wildlife Refuge is a 5,797-acre refuge 
consisting of over 4,500 acres of intensively managed wetlands and 1,200 acres of uplands. More than 
200,000 ducks and 100,000 geese come to the refuge each winter. The Wildlife Refuge supports several 
endangered plants and animals: giant garter snake, wintering peregrine falcon and bald eagle, breeding 
tricolored blackbird, and a large colony of the endangered palmate-bracted bird's beak. Resident wildlife 
include grebe, heron, blackbird, beaver, muskrat, black tailed deer and other species typical of upland 
and wetland habitats. Approximately 7,000 people hunt on the refuge each year and an estimated 1,000 
visitors observe wildlife from a primitive roadside overlook along the Maxwell-Colusa Highway.  
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Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge. The Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge is a 10,783-acre refuge 
consisting of about 7,600 acres of intensively managed wetlands, uplands, riparian habitat, and vernal 
pools. It typically supports wintering populations of more than 600,000 ducks and 200,000 geese. The 
refuge supports several endangered plants and animals, including transplanted colonies of palmate-
bracted birds-beak, several species of fairy shrimp, vernal pool tadpole shrimp, giant garter snake, 
wintering peregrine falcon, bald eagle, and breeding tricolored blackbird. Resident wildlife includes 
grebe, heron, blackbird, golden eagle, beaver, muskrat, black-tailed deer, and other species typical of 
upland and wetland habitats. Approximately 9,000 people hunt on the refuge each year, and 73,000 
people use the visitor center, auto tour route, and walking trail. 

Willow Creek-Lurline Wildlife Management Area. The Willow Creek-Lurline Wildlife Management Area 
is an approximately 20,000 acre area that has been approved for acquisition of conservation easements 
on privately owned wetlands to protect fall/winter habitat for waterfowl. Approximately 12,000 acres of 
the Wildlife Management Area are privately owned for the purpose of waterfowl hunting. Conservation 
easements have been acquired on approximately 6,000 acres, requiring landowners to maintain land in 
wetlands. The area is surrounded by intensive agriculture (rice and other grains). These privately-owned 
lands are closed to public access.  

North Central Valley Wildlife Management Area. The North Central Valley Wildlife Management Area 
was established primarily to protect wintering habitat for waterfowl. Under the North Central Valley 
WMA the USFWS has the authority to purchase conservation easements on up to 48,750 acres of 
private lands located within an 11 county area of the Sacramento Valley. Within this management area, 
the Service has purchased conservation easements on 11,811 acres from willing landowners to protect 
wildlife habitat. In exchange for payment, the landowners agree to maintain wetlands and other 
habitats on their property in perpetuity. These Wildlife Management lands are privately owned and not 
open for public access. 

State Recreational Areas 

Colusa-Sacramento River State Recreation Area. The Colusa-Sacramento River State Recreation Area 
has 67 acres along the Sacramento River. Wildlife in the area includes deer, raccoons, opossums, foxes, 
skunks and muskrats, which are sheltered by riverbank cottonwood and willow trees. Wild grape and fig 
are among many other shrubs, trees and plants along the river. Common bird species include ring-
necked pheasants, California quail, mallard ducks, Canada geese, western meadowlarks, northern 
flickers and ospreys. This facility provides 14 campsites, picnic sites, and a launch ramp for small boats, 
and is also within walking distance of the City of Colusa's downtown.  

State Wildlife Areas 

COLUSA BYPASS WILDLIFE AREA. This 1,248 acre wildlife area is mostly grasslands with several rows of 
willows and cottonwood trees that line the eastern edge of the property. Excess water is diverted into 
the area from the Sacramento River during high flows in the winter. The area provides a significant 
amount of cover for mammals and both resident and migratory birds. Hunting is allowed and 
opportunities are mostly for upland game, including deer, pheasant, snipe, and dove. Bird watching and 
wildlife viewing are also common.  

SACRAMENTO RIVER WILDLIFE AREA. This 4,014 acres of wildlife area is located in 14 separate units along 
the west and east side of the Sacramento River in Butte, Glenn, and Colusa Counties. The wildlife area is 
a riparian forest dominated by cottonwood, willow, ash, sycamore, and box elder trees with a dense 
understory of wild grape, pipevine, poison oak and grasslands, oxbow lakes, and gravel bars. Common 

http://www.fws.gov/sacramentovalleyrefuges/pl_easements.html
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wildlife along the river includes otters, beavers, gray fox, bobcat, western pond turtles, ash-throated 
flycatchers, great blue herons, egrets, and a variety of birds of prey. Hunting is allowed and 
opportunities are mostly for deer, quail, turnkey, and dove. Fishing, trapping, and bird watching are also 
common. 

US Reclamation Projects 

EAST PARK RESERVOIR. East Park Reservoir was authorized in 1907 by the federal government as a storage 
facility to provide irrigation waters, under the Orland Project. East Park Reservoir is in the northwestern 
part of Colusa County few miles southeast of Stonyford and northwest of Lodoga. The total land area 
around the reservoir is 2,468 acres and the total water surface is 1,820 acres. Common mammals are 
wild pigs, coyotes, blacktail deer, tule elk, ground squirrels and black-tailed jackrabbits. Canada geese, 
bald eagles, a wide variety of ducks and bird species, and the special status tri-colored blackbird can be 
seen around the reservoir. East Park Reservoir provides opportunities for camping, boating, picnicking 
and fishing. 

American Land Conservancy 

BEAR VALLEY RANCH. A conservation easement over the 16,513-acre Bear Valley Ranch was acquired by 
the American Land Conservancy in 2001. The conservation easement permanently precludes 
development on the property, while permitting traditional cattle ranching. The ranch is known as having 
one of the state's most spectacular wildflower displays. This conservation easement was funded by the 
California Wildlife Conservation Board and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. The easement is 
monitored by California Rangeland Trust. 

SULPHUR CREEK. The American Land Conservancy acquired 1,531 acres in the Sulphur Creek valley in 
1999. The Sulphur Creek valley is part of a 6,500-acre watershed located in the coastal range. From 2002 
to 2005, the American Land Conservancy oversaw a three-year restoration effort on the property that 
was funded by the California Wildlife Conservation Board. The area was once heavily mined for gold, but 
is now known for the natural hot springs that are part of the historic Wilbur Hot Springs resort. The 
American Land Conservancy sold the resort to subject to a conservation easement that precludes 
development of the land and protects the oak woodlands, grasslands and riparian habitat. 

PAYNE RANCH. A conservation easement over the 3,140-acre Payne Ranch was acquired by the American 
Land Conservancy in 2006. Payne Ranch is a private working cattle ranch in Colusa County. The southern 
border of the Payne Ranch is contiguous to 27,245 acres specially-designated as the Cache Creek 
Wilderness Area, home to one of the largest free roaming Tule Elk populations in California, the second 
largest wintering bald eagle population in the state, as well as numerous rare and endangered plant and 
animal communities. The conservation easement conserves the agricultural, ecological, and scenic 
resources of the property while contributing to the environmental health of the surrounding 70,000-
acre Cache Creek Natural Area. The Payne Ranch connects to two other American Land Conservancy 
projects in the region – Bear Valley Ranch and Sulphur Creek, which together conserve nearly 20,000 
acres that contribute to the region’s rich biodiversity. The conservation easement was funded by the 
California Wildlife Conservation Board.  

National Forests 

Mendocino National Forest. The Mendocino National Forest is 913,306 acres and lies in parts of six 
counties, including Colusa, Lake, Glenn, Mendocino, Tehama, and Trinity. Elevations in the Forest range 
from 750 feet to 8,092 feet, with the average elevation about 4,000 feet. An estimated 60,000 acres of 
old growth occur here, including forests of Douglas-fir, Ponderosa Pine, White Fir, Tanoak, and Pacific 

http://www.wcb.ca.gov/
http://www.packard.org/home.aspx
http://www.rangelandtrust.org/crt/
http://www.calwild.org/campaigns/cwhc_act/cache.php
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acre
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_growth
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madrone. The Mendocino National Forest is the only one of California's 18 national Forests that are not 
crossed by a paved road or highway and it is attractive to people seeking outdoor recreation. The Forest 
provides resources through logging and grazing, in addition to its recreational activities. 

Rivers 

Sacramento River. The Sacramento River traverses the eastern portion of Colusa County in a north-south 
direction, stretching from the northern county border to the southern county border. South of the City 
of Colusa, the Sacramento River generally demarcates the County’s eastern boundary. The Sacramento 
River corridor in Colusa County provides numerous opportunities for recreational activities such as 
hiking, camping, hunting, fishing, boating and other water sports. The river corridor is home to countless 
plant, animal and aquatic species and numerous habitat types. Areas of the river corridor have been 
developed with parks and boat launch facilities to provide for public access to the river. The Sacramento 
River feeds, and is fed by, numerous creeks, streams and tributaries throughout Colusa County and 
neighboring Counties.  

6.5 AIR QUALITY 
This section discusses the overall regulatory framework for air quality management in California and the 
region, including national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) and California ambient air quality 
standards (CAAQS), and describes existing air quality conditions in Colusa County. This section also 
includes a discussion of climate change and greenhouse gasses. Information presented in this section is 
based in part on information gathered from the Colusa County Air Pollution Control District (APCD) and 
the California Air Resources Board (CARB).  

REGULATORY SETTING  

FEDERAL REGULATIONS 

Clean Air Act 

The Federal Clean Air Act (FCAA) was first signed into law in 1970. In 1977, and again in 1990, the law 
was substantially amended. The FCAA is the foundation for a national air pollution control effort, and it 
is composed of the following basic elements: NAAQS for criteria air pollutants, hazardous air pollutant 
standards, state attainment plans, motor vehicle emissions standards, stationary source emissions 
standards and permits, acid rain control measures, stratospheric ozone protection, and enforcement 
provisions. 

The EPA is responsible for administering the FCAA. The FCAA requires the EPA to set NAAQS for several 
problem air pollutants based on human health and welfare criteria. Two types of NAAQS were 
established: primary standards, which protect public health, and secondary standards, which protect the 
public welfare from non-health-related adverse effects such as visibility reduction. 

Energy Policy and Conservation Act  

The Energy Policy and Conservation Act of 1975 sought to ensure that all vehicles sold in the U.S. would 
meet certain fuel economy goals. Through this Act, Congress established the first fuel economy 
standards for on-road motor vehicles in the United States. Pursuant to the Act, the National Highway 
Traffic and Safety Administration, which is part of the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT), is 
responsible for establishing additional vehicle standards and for revising existing standards.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
State law requires every city and county in California to prepare and maintain a planning document 
called a general plan.  A general plan is a “constitution” or “blueprint” for the future physical 
development of a county or city.  As part of the General Plan Update process, the General Plan 
Background Report will establish a baseline of existing conditions in the County.  This Issues and 
Opportunities Report identifies the challenges facing the community and provides an opportunity for 
citizens and policymakers to come together in a process of developing a common vision for the future. 

In the summer of 2009, Colusa County began a two year process to update the County’s 1989 General 
Plan. The General Plan is the overarching policy document that guides land use, housing, transportation, 
infrastructure, community design, and other policy decisions throughout the unincorporated areas of 
Colusa County.  

The following paragraphs describe a summary of the key component documents that are the building 
blocks of the Colusa County General Plan Update.  

Background Report 

The Background Report takes a “snapshot” of Colusa County’s current (2009) trends and conditions. It 
provides a detailed description of a wide range of topics within the county, such as demographic and 
economic conditions, land use, public facilities, and environmental resources. The Report provides 
decision-makers, the public, and local agencies with context for making policy decisions. The Background 
Report also serves as the description for the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) prepared on the General 
Plan. 

General Plan Policy Document 

The Policy Document is the essence of the General Plan. The General Plan must address at least seven 
issue categories or elements, to the extent that they are relevant locally: land use, circulation, housing, 
open space, conservation, noise, and safety. The County may also address other topics of community 
interest, such as economic development or agricultural resource preservation in the General Plan. The 
General Plan sets out the goals, policies, and programs in each of these areas and serves as a policy 
guide for how the County will make key planning decisions in the future, and how the County will 
interact with the Cities of Colusa and Williams, and other local, regional, State, and Federal agencies, 
and surrounding counties.  

The Policy Document contains the goals and policies that will guide future decisions within the county. It 
also identifies implementation programs that will ensure the goals and policies in the General Plan are 
carried out. As part of the Colusa County General Plan Update, the County and the consultant team will 
prepare several support documents that will serve as the building blocks for the Policy Document and 
analyze the environmental impacts associated with implementing the General Plan. A description of 
these reports is as follows: 

Issues and Opportunities Report  

Based on public input from stakeholder interviews, community visioning workshops, focus group 
meetings, direction from County staff, and direction from the Planning Commission and Board of 
Supervisors, this report identifies key issues and opportunities to be addressed in the General Plan and 
identifies the various Land Use Alternative Maps that have been developed. The Issues and 
Opportunities Report will provide the Board of Supervisors with tools and information in order for them 
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to select the preferred Land Use Map Alternative, and to provide direction to the General Plan update 
team and the Steering Committee for the development of the General Plan Policy Document.   

Environmental Impact Report 

The Environmental Impact Report (EIR) responds to the requirements of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) as set forth in Sections 15126, 15175, and 15176 of the CEQA Guidelines. The 
Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors will use the EIR during the General Plan Update process 
in order to understand the potential environmental implications associated with implementing the 
General Plan.  The EIR will be prepared concurrently with the Policy Document in order to facilitate the 
development of a General Plan that is largely self-mitigating.  In other words, as environmental impacts 
associated with the new General Plan Land Use Map and Policy Document are identified; policies, 
programs and measures may be incorporated into the Policy Document in order to reduce or avoid 
potential environmental impacts.   

1.1 PURPOSE OF THE ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES REPORT 
The Issues and Opportunities Report provides a means of focusing the community’s attention on key 
issues and opportunities that have major policy implications as Colusa County considers how to 
accommodate growth over the next 20-30 years, while balancing the County’s economic development 
and natural resource needs. The Issues and Opportunities Report summarizes and proactively utilizes 
information derived from the community visioning workshops, stakeholder interviews, Draft Background 
Report, County staff observations, and input provided by the Planning Commission and Board of 
Supervisors.  

This Issues and Opportunities Report includes three Land Use Map Alternatives that have been 
developed from input received during the community visioning workshops, staff input, and comments 
and direction from the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors.  Each of the three Land Use Map 
Alternatives is presented in detail in Section 3 of this report.   

The County anticipates that the Issues and Opportunities Report will stimulate discussion and lead to 
confirmation and selection of courses of action to be reflected in the preferred Land Use Map and Policy 
Document, which will be prepared in collaboration with the General Plan Steering Committee. 

The report purposely does not reach conclusions or suggest the manner in which the County should 
proceed in the development of the General Plan. Rather, it provides a forum to facilitate discussion on 
important issues. 

1.2 ORGANIZATION AND CONTENT 
This report is divided into three sections: Introduction, Issues and Opportunities, and Land Use Map 
Alternatives. 

SECTION 1:  INTRODUCTION  

The Introduction section includes a description of the key steps and building block documents included 
in the General Plan Update process, a summary of the purpose of this report, identifies how the Land 
Use Map Alternatives and the Issues and Opportunities were identified, and describes the key next steps 
in the General Plan Update process.   
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SECTION 2:   ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES  

The updated Colusa County General Plan will address a lengthy list of issues. Many of these issues are 
defined by State Planning Law, while others reflect purely local concerns. Typically, in general plan 
update programs, the plan revolves around and is shaped by a handful of key issues or concerns. They 
most often concern growth, land use, economic development, transportation, or natural resource 
protection. 

This report discusses issues and opportunities for eight key topic areas. These topic areas are not 
intended to match the Baseline Report chapters or the proposed Policy Document elements, but instead 
are based on the key points of discussion and areas of concern raised in the community visioning 
workshops. The topic areas are as follows: 

 Land Use  

 Agricultural Resources 

 Transportation and Circulation 

 Public Utilities and Infrastructure 

 Natural Resources 

 Safety 

 Recreation and Tourism 

 Economy 

Each topic area section begins with a brief description of background information and a summary of the 
issues identified by participants at the community visioning workshops. Each topic area section is 
subdivided into subsections that discuss specific issues and opportunities. Finally, each topic area 
section concludes with a list of questions that frame the key policy considerations and choices. The key 
policy questions will be used to develop and evaluate General Plan alternatives and General Plan goals, 
policy, and programs. 

SECTION 3:  LAND USE MAP ALTERNATIVES  

The General Plan Update will include a revised General Plan Land Use Map.  The Land Use Map includes 
designations for each parcel in the unincorporated areas of Colusa County.  This section includes an 
analysis and discussion of the three Land Use Map Alternatives that have been developed, and 
compares each of these alternatives to the existing (1989) General Plan Land Use Map.  The following 
three Land Use Alternative scenarios have been developed: 

1. Alternative 1- Economic Development Scenario 

2. Alternative 2- Balanced Growth Scenario 

3. Alternative 3- High Growth and Public Input Scenario 

Section 3 includes a narrative summary of each alternative, county-wide and community-specific growth 
projections for each alternative, a discussion of the benefits and disadvantages of each alternative, and 



SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION  

 

1-4 Issues and Opportunities Report| Colusa County 

 

a summary of traffic, fiscal, and environmental implications for each alternative.  The comparison of land  
use impacts focuses on the following topics: 

 Land Use  

 Agricultural Resources 

 Transportation and Circulation 

 Public Utilities and Infrastructure 

 Safety and Environmental Constraints 

 Natural Resources 

 Recreation and Tourism 

 Economy 

 Fiscal Effects 

The Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors will review each Land Use Map Alternative, 
provide input and feedback regarding key policy questions and preferred land uses.  Following guidance 
from the decision-makers, a Preferred Land Use Map will be prepared.  The Policy Document will then 
be developed in a way that enhances and implements the selected Preferred Land Use Map.  The 
guidance from the Board of Supervisors regarding the policy questions guide the Steering Committee in 
development of the Policy Document.  

1.3 HOW KEY ISSUES WERE IDENTIFIED 
The issues and opportunities described in this report were compiled from a wide range of sources 
including: public input at the community visioning workshops that were conducted during the initial 
phases of the GPU process, interviews with key stakeholders, key findings from the Background Report, 
County staff observations and input, and input from individual members of the Board of Supervisors and 
the Planning Commission.   

All the issues and opportunities described in this report meet the following criteria: they can be 
influenced by the General Plan; they are subject to the legal authority of the County; the General Plan is 
an appropriate forum for addressing the issue; and they can be addressed as a policy issue. This report 
does not reach conclusions or decide the manner in which the County should proceed in the 
development of the General Plan. Rather, it provides a framework for future discussion of issues that 
are of key importance, and opportunities that could help shape future growth. 

The major information sources used to compile this report are summarized below: 

STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS  

Between September 2009 and March 2010, the General Plan Consultants conducted interviews and 
outreach efforts with several key stakeholders in the county. These interviews and outreach efforts 
helped the General Plan Consultants gain perspectives and insights into the issues to be addressed by 
the General Plan Update.  Key stakeholders contacted during these efforts include, but are not limited 
to: 
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 Maxwell Public Utilities District 

 Arbuckle Public Utilities District 

 City of Williams 

 City of Colusa 

 Colusa County Sheriff’s Department 

 Colusa County Assessor’s Office 

 Colusa County Department of Public Works 

 Colusa Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) 

 Colusa County Library 

 Colusa Rotary Club 

 Colusa County Agricultural Commissioner 

 Colusa County Department of Behavioral Health 

 Colusa County Department of Health and Human Services 

 Colusa County Department of Planning and Building 

 Colusa County Office of Education 

 Housing Authority (contracted through Glenn Co. HRA) 

 Arbuckle Family Action Center 

 Williams Migrant Camp 

 Senior Information Center 

 Colusa First 5 

 Colusa County One-Stop Center 

 Colusa-Glenn-Trinity Community Action Partnership 

 Colusa County Chamber of Commerce 

 Princeton Joint Unified School District 

 Colusa County Farm Bureau 

 Arbuckle Family Health Center 

 Maxwell Unified School District 

 Pierce Joint Unified School District 

 Colusa Unified School District 

 Stony Creek Joint Unified School District 
 

COMMUNITY VISIONING WORKSHOPS  

Between September and November 2009, the General Plan Update team held 5 public visioning 
workshops to help kick-off the General Plan Update process. A diverse group of county residents and 
stakeholders attended workshops in Stonyford, Maxwell, Arbuckle, Colusa and Williams. The workshops 
provided an opportunity for the public to offer their thoughts on what they like and don't like about 
their communities and the county and what important issues should be addressed in preparing the 
general plan.  

Each workshop included a presentation by the consultant team that explained the role of the General 
Plan, an overview of the General Plan Update process, and an opportunity for the workshop participants 
to ask questions and seek clarification on the process and the role of the community.  Workshop 
participants were asked to complete three exercises in order to provide information to the General Plan 
Update team.   
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Participant Survey Questionnaire 

Workshop participants completed a brief informational questionnaire that solicited results on the 
following topics: 

 General characteristics of participants 

o Years spent in Colusa County 

o Home ownership status 

o Employment inside or outside of Colusa County, etc. 

 Roadway conditions and areas for improvement 

 Public services and areas for improvement 

 Opportunities for expanded economic development and employment 

 Identification of areas where future growth should occur 

Vision, Assets and Challenges Activity 

Workshop participants were asked a series of questions, and answers were placed on post-it notes, and 
attached to poster boards throughout the room.   

VISION 

 What ideas do you have for the future of Colusa County? 

 What would make your County better? 

ASSETS 

 What do you value most about Colusa County?  

 What makes this a special place to live or work?  

CHALLENGES 

 What issues are facing the County that need to be addressed in the General Plan? 

The most common responses to these questions are listed below.   

VISION 

 Maintain rural nature of the County by maintaining agricultural resources and focusing new 
growth around existing communities. 

 Increase employment opportunities across the County. 

 Increase recreational and tourism-based resources. 

 Improve roadway and service infrastructure. 
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 Expand educational opportunities.   

ASSETS 

 Rural lifestyle and small-town community within the County. 

 Abundant agricultural resources. 

 Regional location and proximity to I-5, Bay Area, and Sacramento Area. 

 Natural beauty and outdoor recreational opportunities.   

CHALLENGES 

 Lack of jobs and employment opportunities. 

 Infrastructure in need of updating (roadway system, water and wastewater). 

 Water shortages for potable use and agricultural use. 

 Maintaining orderly growth while preserving agricultural resources.   

Interactive Mapping Activity 

Visioning Workshop participants were divided into groups of four to eight people, and asked to provide 
notes, comments and input on large County-wide maps.  Groups were asked to outline areas where new 
growth and land uses should occur (housing, commercial, parks, open space, agriculture, etc) using color 
markers; identify areas where existing land uses should change; identify areas where new roadways 
should be developed; and provide any other thoughts or input that the group developed.   

Each group presented their marked-up map to the rest of the workshop participants, and key concepts 
from each map were discussed and noted.  These workshop maps were used during the development of 
the Land Use Map Alternatives, which are discussed in greater detail in Section 3 or this report.  Each 
alternative reflects some component of public comment (e.g., increased employment opportunities, 
keeping growth in existing communities, and preservation of agricultural lands).  Land Use Map 
Alternative 3 includes the majority of the input received during these activities.   

COUNTY STAFF OBSERVATIONS  

County planning staff has worked to organize a summary of the issues and opportunities in Colusa 
County, since the beginning of the Update program. This summary is based on County staff experience 
and observations through day-to-day work implementing the 1989 General Plan policies, discussions 
with Supervisors and Planning Commissioners, and through the identification of key issues not 
addressed by current policy. County staff then worked with the General Plan consultants to identify the 
most important issues and opportunities that could be addressed through an update of the General 
Plan. 

GENERAL PLAN BACKGROUND REPORT  

The General Plan Background Report is one of several key supporting documents to the General Plan. 
The Background Report provides information on a wide range of topics including demographics and 
economics, land use, agricultural resources, housing, transportation, public facilities and utilities, natural 
resources, recreational and cultural resources, safety, and noise. The Background Report does not 
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contain policies; it is solely intended to provide a foundation or factual context for policy decisions. The 
Draft Background Report findings helped to identify key issues in the various aforementioned topical 
areas. 

LAND USE MAP CHANGE REQUEST FORMS  

Between November 2009 and January 2010, property owners in Colusa County were given the 
opportunity to submit General Plan land use designation change requests for their parcels to the 
Planning Department.  Changes in existing General Plan designations were requested for approximately 
20 parcels throughout the County.  These requested changes were all included in Land Use Map 
Alternative 3, and many of the requested changes were incorporated into Land Use Map Alternatives 1 
and 2 as well.   Figure 1-1 illustrates the requested land use map changes. 

1.4 NEXT STEPS IN THE GENERAL PLAN UPDATE PROCESS 
The information in this report will be presented to the Planning Commission and the Board of 
Supervisors for review, comment and consideration.  The Planning Commission will provide 
recommendations to the Board of Supervisors with respect to the preferred Land Use Map Alternative, 
and any key policy direction to be considered during preparation of the General Plan Update.   

The Board of Supervisors will consider the recommendations provided by the Planning Commission, and 
will provide formal direction to County staff and the General Plan Update team with respect to the 
preferred Land Use Alternative Map, and the overall direction of policy development for the General 
Plan Update.  In addition to identifying specific uses to be included on the preferred Land Use 
Alternative map, this guidance will direct the development of goals and policies and will be used to 
prioritize which programs for implementation over the life of the General Plan. 

After direction from the Board of Supervisors has been received, the General Plan Update team will 
begin working with the Steering Committee to develop the goals, policies and programs for the General 
Plan Policy Document.  The Steering Committee will be appointed by the Board of Supervisors, and will 
consist of County residents, stakeholders, and persons interested in participating in the development of 
the General Plan Policy Document.  The Steering Committee will meet 8 to 9 times during development 
of the Policy Document.  The General Plan Update team will begin work on the EIR concurrent with the 
development of the Policy Document.   

Updates on the status of the General Plan Update will be posted to the General Plan website 
periodically:  http://countyofcolusageneralplan.org/. 

 

 

 

 

http://countyofcolusageneralplan.org/
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2.0 ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
The updated Colusa County General Plan will address an extensive set of issues and opportunities. Many 
of these issues and opportunities are defined by State planning law, while others reflect local concerns 
and desires. 

Typically, in a general plan update program, the plan revolves around and is shaped by a handful of key 
issues and opportunities. Key issues frequently concern growth, land use, agricultural preservation, 
economic development, transportation, public services and utilities, natural resource protection, safety, 
recreation, and tourism. 

Despite the many challenges Colusa County may face, there are also opportunities to take advantage of 
over the time frame of the General Plan.  Opportunities include areas of high paying job growth, 
community improvements, expanded services for County residents, and methods of boosting the local 
economy.  However, due to fiscal limitations and regulatory requirements, the County may not be able 
to capitalize on or address all of the issues and opportunities identified in this report. Therefore, the 
County and its leaders and residents will need to make important choices during the General Plan 
Update process as to which issues and opportunities are most important to shape the vision of the 
County’s future. 

 

ISSUES   OPPORTUNITIES  
What is an Issue? 

In the context of this report, an “Issue” is 
defined as an important condition or problem 
that needs to be addressed through the 
General Plan Update process. 

Each issue is highlighted in a beige box.  
Following discussion of the issue, key policy 
questions associated with the issue are 
identified in italics. 

 What is an Opportunity? 

In the context of this report, an 
“Opportunity” is defined as a unique, 
favorable, or advantageous condition that 
the County can capitalize on through the 
General Plan Update process. 

Each opportunity is highlighted in a teal box.  
Following discussion of the opportunity, key 
policy questions associated with the issue 
are identified in opportunity. 
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2.6  NATURAL RESOURCES 

The rural atmosphere, open space, wildlife 
refuges, working landscapes, lakes, rivers and 
scenic vistas of Colusa County are some of the 
county’s greatest assets. These assets provide a 
natural resource base for agricultural and forest 
industries, tourism and recreation, wildlife 
habitat, watershed storage and water quality 
protection, and a high quality of life for residents. 

This section discusses the relationship between 
the preservation of open space and community 
planning.  Participants in the community 
visioning workshops identified the need for 
protection of open space and community planning as some of the major challenges facing the county. 
They identified the following key issues: 

 Maintain rural character and lifestyle of County and preserve open space; 

 Focus new development around existing communities; 

 Preserve agricultural lands, heritage and lifestyle; and 

 Recreational opportunities. 

When asked to identify Colusa County’s greatest assets, visioning workshop participants overwhelmingly 
listed open space, rural lifestyle, agricultural resources and outdoor recreational opportunities.  All of 
these existing assets can be maintained and enhanced by protection the open space and natural 
resources of the County.   

The first subsection below discusses the major threats to open space. The second subsection discusses 
habitat encroachment and interface issues.  The third subsection describes opportunities for open space 
and habitat preservation using tools and techniques such as transfer of development rights and 
conservation easements. 
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Issue:  Protection of Open Space and Existing Landscapes 

In many rural counties, weak regulations have allowed a sprawling pattern of land use that disperses 
houses along rural roads, fragments open space, and creates a nuisance for working landscapes. Rural 
residential development creates conflicts with farms and ranches by introducing pests such as cats and 
dogs, restrictions on the use of agricultural chemicals, and complaints regarding noise and dust. While 
General Plan land use designations and zoning regulate the amount, density, and type of development, 
other techniques can be employed by the County to protect open space, working landscapes, and scenic 
vistas, and redirect development pressure. In particular, the GPU can direct growth toward existing 
communities instead of allowing low density development in open space areas. 

The terms open space, working landscapes, agricultural land, and rural are used interchangeably to 
describe the character of Colusa County’s ranch land, farmland, and forests. For the purposes of this 
report “open space” is a broad category that includes: working landscapes (e.g., agriculture and forest); 
rural landscapes (e.g., undeveloped or sparsely developed lands); scenic vistas (e.g., scenic highways and 
oak woodland); natural resource lands (e.g., lakes, rivers, forests, oak woodlands, preserves); and 
recreational lands (e.g., reservoirs, parks, trails, hunting clubs, etc). Also, in this report the term 
agricultural land broadly refers to land used to raise crops along with land used for ranching or grazing 
livestock. 

Open space can perform multiple functions and benefits. For example, it can serve as wildlife habitat 
while buffering development (around communities, industrial areas, or airports) and providing 
recreational opportunities in the form of trails, hunting areas and fishing opportunities. Agricultural 
lands are used primarily for food production but also can provide wildlife habitat, watershed recharge 
area, local jobs and revenue, and add scenic value (e.g., greenbelts or transition zones). The loss of these 
benefits has broad implications. For example, the conversion of open space to other uses has 
hydrological implications because of impacts on the existing watershed and reductions to groundwater 
recharge rates.  The loss of open space can also impact County agricultural operations, which may lead 
to a loss of jobs, the loss of local agricultural revenues and other residual agriculture-related economic 
impacts. 

Fragmentation of open space, especially agricultural lands, increases the likelihood of conflicting uses 
and nuisances. For agricultural operations, conflicts with development can result in restrictions on the 
use of agricultural chemicals, complaints regarding noise and dust, trespass, vandalism, and damage 
from domestic animals such as cats and dogs. These conflicts may increase costs to the agricultural 
operations and combined with rising land values for residential development, encourage the further 
conversion of farmland to non-agricultural uses. 

Some Colusa County agricultural and forestry operations are facing an additional threat. Many of the 
family farms and ranches in the county are facing a generational change, with some families opting to 
sell or considering selling their land rather than continuing to farm or ranch upon the death or 
retirement of the primary owners. When this transition occurs, land can be divided into smaller parcels 
and converted to other uses, which contributes to fragmentation of agricultural land use patterns and 
impacts other agricultural operations. 
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Key Questions 

 How can the County work with farmers, ranchers, non-profit organizations and other partners to 
preserve open space? 

 What is the appropriate minimum parcel size in rural areas that will discourage sprawl and 
protect open space and working landscapes? 
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Issue:  Habitat Encroachment and Interference 

Colusa County is renowned in the environmental community of California for its unique natural 
resources, including unique plant and animal species, large managed wetland preserves, wildlife-based 
recreational opportunities, and water resources including the Sacramento River and East Park Reservoir. 
These habitat areas have been adversely impacted largely by two factors: urbanization due to the 
county’s population growth and neighboring agricultural practices. 

Colusa County is home to portions of the Mendocino National Forest, the Snow Mountain Wilderness 
Area, three National Wildlife Refuges, two privately owned Wildlife Management Areas, two State 
Wildlife Areas, the Colusa-Sacramento State Recreation Area, and numerous land conservancies.  These 
areas are used by tens of thousands of hunters, fishermen, and wildlife observers each year, and are 
home to countless special-status plant, animal, aquatic and bird species.  The Refuges and easements 
are managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the California Department of Fish and Game, and 
they serve as resting and feeding areas for nearly half the migratory birds on the Pacific Flyway.  These 
areas not only contribute to the quality of life in the county enjoyed by residents, they also provide an 
important source of revenue from tourism.   

Wildlife habitat and natural resources face two challenges from urbanization: 1) new growth will result 
in pressures to eliminate more and more open areas that have wildlife resource value, and 2) increasing 
urban/habitat interface conflicts. 

Urban uses can often introduce non-native species that can have lasting impacts on ecosystems. 
Agricultural lands can provide relatively high value habitat for many wildlife species, particularly as 
foraging habitat. However, growing crops and animals is not a benign process for the natural 
environment; it is an industrial-type activity that generates soil erosion and runoff, creates water quality 
problems (e.g., animal wastes and fertilizer), introduces night lighting in remote areas and reduces 
natural vegetation. Agricultural waste runoff can increase nitrate levels in creeks and streams to the 
detriment of various fish species. Two significant factors of whether agricultural practices may adversely 
affect native habitat include the crop pattern and the land’s proximity to the habitats. 

Poorly planned urban growth can also interfere with the enjoyment and use of resources such as the 
Sacramento River and East Park Reservoir, which provide numerous opportunities for outdoor 
recreational activities, including hunting and fishing.   

Key Questions 

 What buffer sizes are needed to adequately protect habitat areas from urban and agricultural 
uses? 

 Are additional policies or programs necessary to reduce potential ag/habitat conflicts? 

 What additional steps can the County take to preserve and protect key natural and open space 
resources?   
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Opportunity: Tools and Techniques for Open Space Protection 

Protection of working landscapes, rural landscapes, scenic vistas, natural resource lands, and 
recreational lands can be accomplished through a wide variety of tools and techniques. General Plan 
land use designations and development regulations afford a certain degree of protection for open space 
through regulation of density, land use, and infrastructure investments. Other tools and techniques can 
also be employed for the preservation of open space such as: 

 Partnering with State and Federal agencies to develop habitat conservation plans or other 
strategies; 

 Protecting picturesque highway corridors with State Scenic Highway designations; 

 Collaborating with land trusts to identify priorities for protection; 

 Developing a land bank that purchases development rights (i.e. conservation easements) from 
agricultural and forestry lands to protect key parcels; 

 Developing a Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) program; and 

 Educating private landowners about the methods by which they can create voluntary 
conservation easements on lands with significant conservation values, such as wetlands, riparian 
corridors, and special-status plant and animal species habitats. 

Many of these tools and techniques can be institutionalized through GPU policy and programs. For 
example, the General Plan can include policies and programs that promote coordination with State and 
Federal agencies that manage resources lands. Through a combination of regulation and land 
conservation techniques the County can protect working and rural landscapes, scenic vistas, and 
recreation and natural resource lands. 

Key Questions: 

 Should the County consider a Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) program to protect open 
space? 

 Should the County work with State and Federal agencies to develop a County-wide Habitat 
Conservation Plan? 

 Should the County explore policies to support the creation of additional conservation easements? 

 Should the County develop a Management Plan, in collaboration with state or federal agencies, 
to manage a future Sites Reservoir?   
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2.8 RECREATION AND TOURISM 

The largest designated recreation area in 
Colusa County is the Mendocino National 
Forest, managed by the U.S. Forest Service.  A 
variety of recreational opportunities exist 
within the forest: camping, hiking, 
backpacking, boating, fishing, nature study, 
photography, and off-highway vehicle travel.  
The forest is a working forest, so activities 
such as logging and grazing do occur.  The 
Forest Service seeks to manage the variety of 
uses to ensure conservation of the forest 
resources. 

Letts Lake in Upper Letts Valley (within the 
Mendocino National Forest) is a popular recreation area.  There are eight campgrounds around the lake, 
a few summer homes, and numerous trails.  The lake is stocked with trout and bass, and boating is 
limited to non-motorized craft only.   

Davis Flat, also located within the Mendocino National Forest, is a popular spot for off-highway vehicle 
(OHV) activity. The facilities at Davis Flat include a campground and special trails marked for various 
levels of driving skill.   

The Sacramento River State Recreation Area provides 60 acres of riverfront recreation at the north end 
of the City of Colusa.  The park features boat ramps, picnic facilities, trails, and camping.  Fishing and 
boating are popular activities at this park.  Though the Sacramento River State Recreation Area is the 
only public boat launch in the area of the Sacramento River around the City of Colusa, people enter the 
river at several private sites.  Much of the land adjacent to the Sacramento River is privately owned 
agricultural land.   

Fishing is plentiful in the Sacramento River between Grimes and Princeton.  Salmon, steelhead trout, 
and striped bass are the most common fish in this area.  People fish both from boats and the banks of 
the Sacramento River.  The Mendocino National Forest offers 85 miles of trout streams.  Big Stony Creek 
and Little Stony Creek and their tributaries are the primary fishing areas.  The streams are occasionally 
stocked with trout by the California Department of Fish and Game.   

More ducks and geese winter in the Sacramento Valley than any other area of the Pacific Flyway.  
Numerous wildlife refuges help sustain the birds in Colusa County through the fall and winter by 
providing food and sanctuary.  Ducks generally arrive in August, and geese generally arrive in late 
November.  Public hunting is permitted in areas of the refuges during the appropriate season, but 
hunters must obtain a permit from one of the check stations.   

There are also a number of commercial hunting clubs and cooperatives operated by community 
organizations throughout Colusa County.  Hunting camps are operated on private agricultural land by 
special use permit.  Lambertsville has a large congregation of mobile homes and trailers used by hunters 
on a seasonal basis.   
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The Walker Ridge Public Hunting Area, located in the western foothills of Colusa County, is maintained 
by the Bureau of Land Management.  This area is popular for hunting of quail and deer. 

During the public visioning workshops, the following comments related to recreation and tourism were 
submitted: 

 Improve access to recreational areas in the northwest portion of the County. 

 There is a need for improved access and public facilities along the Sacramento River. 

 The local tourism industry should be supported and expanded in order to generate revenue.   

Outdoor recreational activities, including hunting, fishing, and boating were consistently identified as 
one of the County’s top assets.   
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Issue:  Limited Access to Recreational Areas 

The East Park Reservoir and the Mendocino National Forest provide a wide range of recreational 
opportunities including, hunting, fishing, boating, camping, hiking, bird watching, and OHV activities to 
both County residents and visitors.  These areas are located in the northwestern portion of the County, 
in the vicinity of Stonyford.  The primary access road to this area is Maxwell Sites Road to Sites Lodoga 
Road.  These roadways are generally narrow, winding and in need of significant repair and maintenance.  
Numerous participants in the visioning workshops identified the need to improve the condition of these 
roadways in order to provide better access for residents and recreational users.   

There are limited public access points to the Sacramento River in Colusa County.  There are very few 
public recreation areas along the river, and very few public boat launching facilities.  Numerous 
participants in the visioning workshops identified the need for increased public access to the 
Sacramento River.  Most the areas along the western shore of the Sacramento River are designated 
floodplains, which may make them largely unsuitable for residential development.   

Key Questions 

 Is the expansion of outdoor recreational activities a critical component to the economic 
development strategy for Colusa County? 

 How can the County improve public access to outdoor recreational areas?  

 Should the County encourage the expansion of privately owned and operated recreational areas, 
such as hunting clubs and private marinas/boat launch facilities?   
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Opportunity: Expand Tourism Industry 

The natural and open space resources in Colusa County are astounding, and represent one of the 
County’s greatest assets.  The County’s proximity to the Bay Area and the Sacramento Area make the 
County relatively accessible to people living in these regions.  The prevalence of waterways in the 
County provide for exceptional hunting and fishing opportunities, which can generate significant income 
for local businesses.   

Throughout the Visioning workshops, participants requested that additional boat launch and public 
access points be provided along the Sacramento River. Development of additional wildlife viewing/bird 
watching areas in the western portion of the County was recommended.  Development of a youth camp 
facility in the East Park Reservoir area was suggested.  There are a range of opportunities to increase 
tourism in the County. Land-based recreational opportunities at the Sacramento River and other natural 
resource areas include hunting, camping, picnicking, hiking, biking,  wildlife viewing, photography, 
sightseeing, and special events.  Water-based activities on the Sacramento River, East Park Reservoir, 
and other water bodies include fishing, sailing, water skiing, operating personal watercraft, cruising, 
canoeing and kayaking, swimming, and house boating. 

By improving access to recreational areas in the northwestern portion of the County, and along the 
Sacramento River and expanding public awareness of the County’s tourism and recreation facilities, the 
County may be able to generate increased income from tourism and recreational visitors.   

Key Questions: 

 What steps should the County take to improve public access to the Sacramento River? 

 Given the limited funding available for roadway improvements, how can the County improve 
access to the Mendocino National Forest and the East Park Reservoir? 

 Should the County partner with the public and private agencies that own or manage the County’s 
most significant tourism resources to engage in a consolidated marketing and awareness 
campaign? 

 What other steps can the County take to increase awareness and access to recreational 
opportunities?   
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Opportunity: Support the Creation of Sites Reservoir 

The proposed Sites Reservoir has been identified by the Department of Water Resources (DWR) and the 
CALFED Bay-Delta Program (CALFED) as one of the most cost-effective and environmentally beneficial 
new facilities under consideration in California.   

The proposed location of the Sites off-stream storage project is approximately 10 miles west of Maxwell 
in Antelope Valley. The reservoir would have a storage capacity of 1.9 million acre-feet (possibly larger) 
and would enhance water management flexibility throughout the state and provide for improved flood 
control in Colusa County. Sites reservoir can greatly increase reliability of water supplies in the 
Sacramento Valley and other areas of the state by reducing water diversions on the Sacramento River 
during critical fish migration periods. In addition, by providing additional storage and operational 
benefits, Sites reservoir would be a critical component of an integrated water management and water 
development program for the Sacramento Valley. 

Two large earthen dams would be constructed to allow a bowl like lake to store water from the Tehama-
Colusa and Glenn-Colusa canals.  A pipeline would also be constructed to the west of the Sacramento 
River.  This new pipeline would release water from the reservoir into the river during drought times to 
help fisheries. As much as 90 megawatts of electricity could be generated at the same time. The 
reservoir, however, would be a net energy consumer because of the pumping power required to bring 
water to the facility.  If constructed, it would operate in conjunction with Shasta, Oroville and Folsom 
dams as an improved Northern California water delivery system, allowing existing reservoirs to provide 
more water for California’s fish habitat.  

Water would be diverted into the reservoir during peak flow periods in winter months (for example, 
during flood years like 1997 and 1998). To minimize potential impacts of existing diversions on 
Sacramento River fisheries, Sites would release water back into valley conveyance systems (such as the 
Glenn Colusa Irrigation District Canal and Tehama Colusa Canal) in exchange for water that would 
otherwise have been diverted from the Sacramento River. This undiverted summer water could become 
available for other downstream uses in the Bay-Delta. 

Numerous participants in the visioning workshops expressed support for the development of Sites 
Reservoir, while a very limited number expressed opposition to the project.  The development of Sites 
Reservoir has the potential to impact the County across a wide range of topics addressed in this report.  
Construction activities associated with the project could generate significant local employment 
opportunities to County residents, and would result in an influx of non-local workers, which would 
support local businesses and increase the demand for rental housing.  Once completed, the project may 
provide additional sources of surface water for agricultural use within the County.  The project may also 
have numerous beneficial impacts to water quality and wildlife habitat.  The project would also increase 
recreational opportunities in the County, including camping, boating, and fishing.  Communities in the 
vicinity of the reservoir, such as Stonyford and Maxwell, may experience a rise in tourism and expansion 
of their economic base. 

The County does not have final approval authority over this proposed project.  However, the County 
does have the opportunity to support the project at the local level, and to assist and facilitate efforts 
underway at the State and Federal level.   
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Key Questions: 

 Should the General Plan include goals, policies or programs that support or oppose the Sites 
Reservoir? 

 If the General Plan is to provide statements of support for this project, what specific steps can 
the County take to encourage and assist in the facilitation of this project?   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 5 

Colusa County 1989 General Plan: Goals and Objectives related to 
Open Space and Recreation 
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Colusa County 1989 General Plan: Open Space Element 
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